Missing anterior cervical plate and screws: a case report.
A case report of an anterior cervical plate and screws that disappeared completely. To present a case of a missing anterior cervical plate and screws, this being quite a rare complication of a cervical implant. No mention of this complication was found in the literature. Methods in the literature and clinical presentation are reviewed. Dislodgment of an anterior cervical plate occurred in association with an methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus infection. Three months later the implants had disappeared, presumably passing without notice through the gastrointestinal tract. Whole body fluoroscopy could not identify any residual plate or screws. No esophageal fistula could be detected by barium meal swallow study. The plate and screws became dislodged, eroded through the posterior wall of the esophagus, then traversed the limit of the gastrointestinal tract, passing with feces without significant morbidity. Whether the methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus infection contributed to this unique circumstance or is coincidentally related to it remained a matter of speculation.